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allowed to learn English as a language un-
til he has made some progress in the pri-
mary stages of instruction and has received
a thorough grounding in his mother tongue.
It is equally important that when the teaching
of English has begun, it should not be pre-
maturely employed as the medium of ins-
truction in other  subjects.   Much  of the
practice,  too prevalent in Indian  schoolSj
of  committing   to   memory ill-understood
phrases and extracts from textbooks or notes
may be traced to the scholars having received
instruction through the medium <3f English
before their knowledge of the language was
sufficient to  enable   them   to   understand
what they were taught.   The lines of divi-
sion between the use of the vernaculars and
of English as a medium of instruction would,
broadly speaking, be drawn at a minimum
age of 13.   No scholar in a secondary school
should,  even then, be allowed to abandon
the study of his vernacular,   which   should
be kept up until the  end   of  the   school
course/51

1 Government of India   Resolution, Indian Educational
Policy, op. cit.> para. 26.